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magnanimous public spirit that goes deeper than
the accidents of political opinion. In his young
days he had sent Fox a copy of the Lyrical
Ballads, with a long letter indicating his sense
of Fox's great and generous qualities. Pitt he
admits that he could never regard with com-
placency. "I believe him, however/' he said,
"to have been as .disinterested a man, and as
true a lover of his country, as it was possible
for so ambitious a man to be. His first wish
(though probably unknown to himself) was that
his country should prosper under his administra-
tion ; his next that it should prosper. Could the
order of these wishes have been reversed, Mr.
Pitt would have avoided many of the grievous
mistakes into which, I think, he fell." " You
always went away from Burke," he once told
Haydon, " with your mind filled; from Fox with
your feelings excited ; and from Pitt with wonder
at his having had the power to make the worse
appear the better reason."

Of the poems composed under the influence of
that best kind of patriotism which ennobles local
attachments by associating them with the lasting
elements of moral grandeur and heroism it is